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InNtroduction

The purpose of this booklet is to help parents and pupils select the appropriate courses for the 4th and 5th years. The curriculum
offered in these two years contains many more subjects than can be accommodated within the school’s timetable. A uniform
curriculum would not be tailored to the individual needs of each pupil; the choices available are intended to suit the interests and
abilities of all.

The curriculum in the 4th and 5th years contains both core (i.e. compulsory) subjects and optional subjects. The core
examination subjects ensure the acquisition of essential skills in Mathematics, Science and English. The options allow pupils to
select a course to reflect their abilities and interests. However, they are structured so as to ensure a broad base for every pupil,
encompassing Technology, Languages, Humanities and the Arts.

The Importance of the Choice

GCSE is an important and demanding stage in a child’s educational career. It plays a vital role in achieving entry to the Sixth
Form, carries great weight with employers and influences admission to Higher Education.

A number of subjects contain an element of controlled assessment which, while enabling a pupil to produce work of high quality,
free from pressures of time-limited examinations, also imposes its own demands. In particular, pupils have the opportunity to
research and pursue topics in some depth. These varied demands are challenging but nevertheless worth pursuing as marks
obtained thus can significantly enhance their final overall grades. Thus it is important that they select subjects in which they show
real potential and genuine interest. The ultimate aim is to achieve excellence through commitment, which most often reflects
aptitude and enjoyment.

The 4" and 5*" year Curriculum

The 4th and 5th year subjects fall into 3 broad categories:

1. Core Subjects examined at GCSE

Mathematics
English
English Literature

Science

2. Core Subjects not examined
Religious Education
Physical Education
Games
Personal, Social Health and Citizenship Education (PSHE)
Citizenship

3. Optional Subjects examined at GCSE

Group 1 Geography, History, Classical Civilisation, Religious Studies
Group 2 French, German, Spanish
Group 3 Art and Design, Classical Civilisation, Design and Realisation,

French, Geography, German, Greek with Latin, History,
Home Economics - Food, Home Economics - Textiles Technology,
Latin, Music, Religious Studies, Spanish, ICT, Science (compulsory and only for

pupils choosing 3 separate science courses)



4. Arrangements for Science

Double Languages

Pupils must choose

Consultation

Pupils who choose to study the 3 separate Sciences will study 1 Science instead of an
optional subject. Pupils who choose the Additional Science course (equivalent to 2
GCSE awards) will study an extra optional subject.

In a limited number of cases, very able linguists will be able to take French and
German OR French and Spanish OR Greek and Latin in the time allocated to one
option subject. This is a very demanding course: the Modern Language and Classics
departments will give further details to those whom they judge able to follow such a

course.

ONE subject from Group 1

ONE subject from Group 2
THREE further subjects from Group 3.

As this choice is an important one, pupils and parents are advised to consult carefully before making a final decision. In particular,

the following can be approached:

. The Form Tutor and/or Year Head who can see the overall performance, strengths and weaknesses of a
pupil.

. The Subject Teacher, who can assess the individual pupil’s ability and potential in that subject.

. The Careers Department, who can advise on choices in the light of any career aspirations a pupil may have.

. The Director of Studies, Mr A ] McConaghy, who can assess the overall suitability of choices

General Advice to Pupils

You will want to make sure that you:

. Enjoy and get the most out of your course over the next two years.

. Achieve the best possible results in the GCSE examinations. This is important not just for progression to ‘A’
level, but also because universities are increasingly influenced by the quality of applicants’ GCSE grades.

. Select a broad and balanced variety of subjects, which will keep a wide choice of ‘A’ levels and careers open.

You should make sure that you DO NOT base your choices on:

. Advice from people who are not well-informed or whose information is out of date.
. The decisions of your friends. It is your choice which will affect your future. In any case, most subjects are

taught in several sets, and you may well be allocated to a different set from your friends, even if you are doing

the same subjects.

. Your attitude to a particular teacher. It is the subject which is important, and you can have no idea when you
make your choices which teacher will be taking you for any subject.

Timetable of events -

14 January Parents’ evening - general information.

19 January Parents’ evening - consultation with subject teachers for options.

20 January Option choice sheets issued to pupils.

27 January Deadline for return of option choice sheets, signed by parents, to form tutors.



Compulsory Examined Subjects

English and English Literature OCR

In years four and five pupils continue to write in varied styles, to read widely, to discuss frequently and to engage in drama.

The work that is undertaken is directed towards GCSE examinations set at the end of the fifth year in both English and English
Literature.

In English, pupils prepare for two examinations. The first (30%) deals with ‘Non-Fiction, media and information’ and involves a
response to reading and continuous writing. The second paper (30%) deals with ‘Different cultures, analysis and argument’, and
there will be a response to reading and continuous writing. There is a coursework component (20%) based on the ‘Literary
Heritage’ and one component (20%) assesses speaking and listening skills.

In English Literature, pupils prepare three set texts for one examination. There is again a coursework component in the final
assessment: this includes Shakespeare and an essay on a pre-1914 novel.

In total, four essays are submitted as coursework.
Our aims are summarised below:
In reading, to develop a pupil’s ability to:

. read accurately, fluently and with understanding;
. understand and respond to the texts they read; read, analyse and evaluate a wide range of texts, including
literature from the English literary heritage and from other cultures and traditions.

In writing, to develop a pupil’s effective use of:

. compositional skills — developing ideas and communicating meaning to a reader, using a wide-ranging
vocabulary and an effective style, organizing and structuring sentences grammatically and whole texts
coherently;

. a widening variety of forms for different purposes.

In speaking and listening, to develop a pupil’s ability to:

. use the vocabulary and grammar of standard English;

° formulate, clarify and express ideas;

. adapt speech to a widening range of circumstances and demands;
. listen, understand and respond appropriately to others.



Mathematics EDEXCEL

GCSE mathematics is entered at higher level by all candidates. Pupils are set on ability but all pupils can achieve top grades.
Lower sets are smaller to allow pupils to get the extra help they need in this subject. Pupils have the opportunity to move set at
any time during the course. Most set moves are at the end of terms during the fourth year, we try to avoid moving sets in the fifth
year if possible. It should be emphasised that all pupils do higher level, which set you are in is far less important than how hard
you are willing to work.

The top set will sit GCSE at the end of the fourth year and then go on to start their A level in the fifth year. This is to enable
them to do further maths in the sixth form if they wish. At the start of fourth year sets one and two will run parallel allowing
pupils to move between sets. Set two will then study some A level work in the fifth year as well as sitting GCSE at the end of fifth
year. This will give them an excellent start to their A level course if they choose maths in the sixth form.

The course content continues, as in other years in school, to cover aspects of Number, Algebra, Shape and Space and Statistics.
There is no coursework in mathematics at GCSE.

The department has been used to teaching the top two sets AS work alongside the GCSE in the Fifth Form. They have done this
primarily to stretch and challenge our brightest mathematicians through more advanced and exciting work. They have also
wanted to prepare those who aspire to further study of Mathematics in the Sixth Form, particularly those who take Mathematics
and Further Mathematics A or AS level in little more than the time allotted to one subject.

We have therefore decided that the top set should have the opportunity to sit the GCSE at the end of the Fourth Form, with the
expectation that all pupils in this group will achieve an A* grade at this stage. Pupils in this set will then go on to study the AS
work (as currently) in the Fifth Form, with the intention of sitting the first two modules (C1 and C2) at the end of the year. This
will provide all pupils in this set with further stimulation, in addition to AS recognition in two modules. It should alleviate the
pressure on Further Mathematicians in the Sixth Form, as they will have fewer modules to sit. For those pupils who do not want
to continue with Mathematics as an A level, we also intend to provide two periods per week in the Lower Sixth if they wish to
take the third module and thereby achieve a full AS level alongside their other choices.

The second set will run in parallel with the top set in the Fourth Form, but will not sit the GCSE early. This will allow for some
movement between sets if it is deemed in pupils’ best interests. In the Fifth Form, as is currently the case, the second set will cover
the AS work, but will only sit the GCSE at the end of the year. However, there is no reason why pupils who follow this route
will not be able to take AS or A level Further Mathematics in the Sixth Form.



Classical Civilisation OCR

Classical Civilisation offers a unique opportunity to study the life and writings of two of the greatest races ever to have existed, the
Greeks and the Romans. Four units are studied, covering a wide range of material, including history, public and private life,
archaeology, literature and art.

Please note that all the literature that is studied is in translation and no knowledge of Latin or Greek is required for the subject.

It is possible to do Classical Civilisation as an option without having studied it in the Third Form.

Assessment

Students have to answer questions on three units under examination conditions. These account for 75% of the final grade, with
the remaining 25% being a controlled assessment piece (see later).

The three examined units are:

1. City life in the ancient world
EITHER: Life in Greece (including religion, the family in Athens,
entertainment in Athens)
OR: Life in Rome (including religion, the family in Rome,

entertainment in Rome)

2. Epic and myth
EITHER: Sections of Homer’s Odyssey
OR: Sections of Ovid’s Metamorphoses
3. Community life in the ancient world
EITHER: Sparta (including its structure, education, women and army)
OR: Pompeii (including its destruction, housing, forum and leisure)

Students also have to do a controlled assessment on the theme of Culture and Society in the Classical World. This is designed to
encourage candidates to actively engage in enquiring into the classical world. Students will be given a topic and title as set by the
board and will be required to make their own notes and write up the finished piece under test conditions. Topics include work
on a specific Greek play, the Olympic Games, Virgil’s Aeneid, and Roman Britain.

The topics chosen for all the units will be at the discretion of the teacher, although it is likely that students will be able to choose
their own area of study from those suggested by the board for the controlled assessment.
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GCSE Design and Technology: Resistant Materials Technology AQA

‘Why choose Design and Technology: Resistant Materials?

This course has been designed to encourage candidates to be able to design and make products with creativity and originality,
using a range of materials and techniques. Candidates will be enthused and challenged by the range of practical activities possible.
A working knowledge of woods, metals, plastics and composite materials will be required, but other materials may be used in
addition. The use of new technologies is encouraged in this course. Students will also be encouraged to consider sustainability and
environmental impact of their designing.

Assessment is through an Examination (40%) and Design and Making practice (60%).

The written paper is a 2 hour paper and candidates answer all questions from the 2 sections. The exam is based around a theme
issued as pre-release material before the examination to allow time for research and analysis.

The written paper builds on knowledge gained in years 7-9 in the lower school and includes;

Materials and components Design and market influences
Sustainability of design The design process

Health and safety issues Consumer choice

Processes and manufacture Joining techniques
CAD/CAM Industrial practices

Design and making allows the student to undertake a single project selected from a range of broad set tasks. Students have to
submit a 3 dimensional outcome and a concise design folder. The design folder consists of approximately 20 sheets of A3 paper
and represent approximately 45 hours work. This task is undertaken in the fifth form and is submitted in April.
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Geography AQA

Although a completely new GCSE Geography specification will be introduced in 2009, it retains a thematic approach to the
subject, and takes a very modern look at the World our pupils will face in the future. This approach is very popular with both
staff and students at Bablake because it builds upon their experiences at Key Stage 3 in Geography, so pupils should find some of
the content familiar from their work in years I & 2 at the school, though there are some new topics that will stimulate their
intellectual curiosity and enthusiasm!

Overall, the course aims to study inter-relationships between physical, human and environmental Geography with a heavy
dependence upon enquiry based learning and practical study skills. Third form pupils have been following the GCSE course since
September in fact, studying volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis and plate tectonics in the “restless earth” module, and in this
spring/summer term they will begin a module on tourism, with an emphasis on practical techniques, ICT and mapwork skills.

The course studies real events in the real world. These may include:

e Recent world disasters such as hurricanes, tsunamis, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions; the threat from ‘super
volcanoes’, and life in the mountains;

e Globalisation; the issues surrounding trans-national companies, the emergence of China as an economic giant, sustainable
development and world pollution control;

The problems of living in cities, toxic waste disposal, air & water pollution, sustainable cities;
Changing holiday habits, the tourist boom, and the growth of eco-tourism;
Climate change; the threat to the planet and the future of life on earth;

Coastal environments; landscape development, the impact of rising sea levels, and coastal management issues to arrest
flooding and erosion.

Each unit will use contemporary case studies from around the world to examine such issues in detail; the department has an
extensive bank of resources to draw from including video/DVD footage, CD ROM, newspaper extracts, magazines and resource
packs, each of which is kept up to date to keep the subject ‘alive’.

There is still a compulsory coursework component to the course; in the past Bablake students have averaged more than 80% in
this element of the examination, and overall it will contribute 25% towards the final GCSE grade. This specification has a
refreshing approach to coursework, as the examiners insist that it should be a short and focused enquiry of around 2000 words.
This has made Geography coursework much less time consuming for students than might have been the case years ago. It will
take just 8 weeks to complete during Geography lessons and homework in the autumn term of the fifth form, with considerable
teacher support, with the final write up under examination conditions as part of a ‘controlled assessment’.

Assessment in the final examinations is through two written papers, one in physical geography, and the other in human
geography, each worth 37.5%, with the coursework making up the balance.
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History OCR

All students follow the OCR Syllabus History B (Modern World). The syllabus focuses on twentieth century history and is
designed to provide students with an insight into some of the issues which shape the world today. The study of History helps
students develop important transferable skills such as analysis, evaluation of source material, constructing written and oral
arguments, recognising and evaluating different interpretations and understanding points of view different from their own.

The History GCSE examination is divided into three papers. Like the majority of GCSEs, the specification has been revised for
first teaching in 2009. The main change to the specification concerns the coursework element which is now referred to as the
controlled assessment and is completed entirely in class.

The content of the examined papers is:
Paper I - International Relations 1918-1939 and Germany 1918-1945

Paper I is designed to give students an understanding of the difficulties facing the peacemakers at the end of World War One and
to explore the reasons why world peace collapsed and a new World War broke out in 1939. This study of international relations
is followed by a depth study of Germany 1918-45. This allows students to investigate attempts to rebuild Germany after the First
World War, and understand why democracy collapsed in Germany and Hitler was able to seize power. It also allows students to
study life in Nazi Germany and the impact that this had on different groups in society. This paper is examined through a mixture
of short answer and essay questions.

Paper II — British Society 1890 — 1918

This paper is a study in depth of a short, but important period in British history. The paper focuses on the three main themes of
women’s suffrage, Liberal social reforms and the impact of the First World War on British society. The paper helps students
understand how British society began its transformation from the Victorian to the modern era. The paper is examined mostly
through source evaluation.

Controlled Assessment — Historical Enquiry

This is the new element of the course. Students will undertake a historical enquiry into a key question which is set by the board
each year. Most of the work for the assessment will be undertaken at school, and the final preparation and writing up must be
done under teacher supervision. The Historical Enquiry will focus on an important twentieth century event of development. The
Controlled Assessment is marked by the school and moderated by the Examination Board.

The examinations:

Paper I — two hours — 45% of total marks

Paper II — one and a half hours — 30% of total marks
Controlled Assessment - 25% of total marks.
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Home Economics - Food and Nutrition OCR
This course builds on skills learned in the first three years, encouraging pupils to extend their practical skills and be innovative in
their choice of foods, working both independently and in groups. Theory forms an integral part of the course with Nutrition and

its importance on health being studied in depth.

Areas of study include:

Nutrition, diet and health throughout life

e Meal planning
e  Techniques and skills in food storage, preparation and cooking
e Physical, chemical and sensory properties of food
e Food hygiene, safety and preservation
e  Factors affecting consumer choice
Assessment
Controlled Assessment: Worth 60% of the final mark, it includes two units -
3 short tasks, worth 30% and an investigation, worth 30%.
All tasks include practical and written elements.
Examination: One 1% hour paper, worth 40% of the final mark.
Home Economics - Textiles Technology AQA

This course builds on material covered in earlier years and encourages further development of practical and creative skills as well
as introducing new ones. There is an emphasis on the design and making of good quality textile items using a range of techniques
and equipment. Theory forms an integral part of the course and is taught in a variety of ways. There is at least one visit to
provide inspiration for design work.

Areas of study include:

Creative and innovative design with an understanding of design principles
Selection of appropriate materials and components

Fabrics and their properties

Use of equipment and processes to produce quality products

The Textiles and Fashion industries

e  Environmental and consumer issues

Assessment
Controlled Assessment: A single design and make activity selected from a choice of set tasks.
Worth 60% of the final mark: Practical 40%, Design folder 20%
Examination: One 2 hour paper, worth 40% of the final mark.
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Information Communication Technology AQA

Introduction

ICT plays an ever more important and intricate part in all aspects of our lives and the ICT Department feel that it is vital for all
pupils to have the opportunity to obtain a recognised academic ICT qualification and to maintain, develop and extend their
software skills and ICT knowledge.

The syllabus encourages the investigation and study of Information Communication Technology in a variety of contexts (namely
home, school, recreation, community, business and industry). Within these contexts, candidates are given opportunities to
acquire competence, capability and critical skills through the creation, implementation, use and evaluation of a range of software
and information systems. Candidates will also be encouraged to develop an interest in, enjoyment and awareness of the role of
Information Communication Technology as an integral part of modern society.

Aims
The syllabus will aim to:

e Keep abreast of current and emerging technologies and explore the impact that they have on individuals, organisations
and society.

e  Explore the social, economic, ethical and environmental implications of the use of ICT for individuals, organisations and
society.

e Explore legal issues that arise from computer related legislation such as the Data Protection Act, Copyright law,
Computer Misuse Act and Health and Safety.

e Discuss political and ethical issues, such as national databases, security of public data and the use of CCTV.

e Enable students to understand the social and personal effects of ICT, including the growth of personal websites and social
networks.

e Develop the competence of candidates through the use of ICT in reasoned ways to solve significant problems using
appropriate principles, techniques, software and hardware effectively and safely.

e Develop the knowledge, concepts and skills which will enable candidates to develop a broad and balanced view on a
range of information systems and their applications, an understanding of their capabilities and limitations and an ability to
evaluate them critically.

e  Encourage the confident and autonomous use of ICT in all candidates.

e Encourage precise and accurate communication skills in a variety of media.

e  Encourage the development of critical skills with respect to all ICT work produced.

Assessment

Coursework: There are two sections of coursework, namely Assignment and a Project.
The Assignment is set by the AQA and is worth 30% of the final mark. It will consist of a booklet containing
the transcripts of several interviews that pupils will need to read. It outlines two tasks (eg. a webpage and a
spreadsheet task) that all pupils have to create and document a solution for. This will be started in the 4" Year
and is anticipated that it will be finished early in the 5* Year.
The Project is worth 30% of the final mark. Candidates will be given a brief task outline set by the
AQA. Candidates will analyse the situation, design, implement, test and evaluate their own solution presenting
a final report showing all stages of their work. This will be started early in the 5" Year and finished by Easter of
the 5" Year.

Examination: ~ This will consist of a single terminal examination worth 40% of the final mark.
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Latin

Latin at GCSE is a very diverse subject. It is one of the few subjects where original literature, which has had a profound effect on
modern writing, is studied. The GCSE course also offers the option to examine Roman civilisation, and as Latin is the root of
many modern European languages, the study of the subject at GCSE complements the study of English, History, Modern
Languages and other Arts subjects. As such, the value of studying Latin is widely recognised.

In the Fourth Form, pupils continue with their study of the Cambridge Latin Course, developing linguistic competency. This is
followed in the Fifth Form by the study of the set literature and consolidation of language skills (and an exploration of Roman
culture if this unit is taken for the GCSE examination).

Assessment

Pupils must study four units for the GCSE examination. Two of these involve translating and answering questions on unprepared
passages of Latin. These units are compulsory.

Pupils must then take two optional units. These are:
e Prose literature: Questions about the meaning, content and style of various prose passages (such as the works of Cicero,
Pliny and Tacitus).
e  Verse literature: Questions about the meaning, content and style of various poems (such as those of Ovid, Virgil and

Catullus).
e  Culture: Questions on work, domestic life, entertainment and social life.

Each unit taken is worth 25% and is tested by means of an hour long examination. Controlled assessment is not an option in this
GCSE.

Greek

We are able to offer a small number of pupils the opportunity to study Ancient Greek, alongside Latin. Those who are committed
and able linguists may opt to study Greek, leading to qualifications in a stimulating, rewarding and highly regarded GCSE.

Pupils interested in this option should indicate their intention on the form. The Classics Department reserves the right to make
the final decision as to the suitability of individual pupils to take this option, as the speed at which material will need to be
covered necessitates a high level of linguistic ability. The number of timetabled lessons for Greek will depend on the size of the
group, and some lessons will probably be outside the timetable.

In the Fourth Form, the focus is on learning the basics of Greek and developing linguistic competency, with the GCSE course
being started late in the year, or early in the Fifth Form.

The Greek GCSE course is outlined below.

Assessment

Pupils must study four units for the GCSE examination. Two of these involve translating and answering questions on unprepared
passages of Greek. These units are compulsory.

Pupils must then take two optional units. These are:
e Prose literature: Questions about the meaning, content and style of passages of Herodotus.
e Verse literature: Questions about the meaning, content and style of either the poetry of Euripides or that of Homer.
e Culture: Questions on work, domestic life, citizenship and social life.

Each unit taken is worth 25% and is tested by means of an hour long examination. Controlled assessment is not an option in this
GCSE.
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MODERN LANGUAGES: FRENCH GERMAN AND SPANISH AQA

The courses in these modern languages have an identical structure

Course Content 4 skills are developed and tested:

SPEAKING

Controlled Assessment internally assessed. Two tasks submitted for moderation. Tasks will take the form of dialogues between
the pupil and their teacher in the target language. All dialogues will be recorded. 30% of exam total.

LISTENING

Understanding brief conversations, announcements, guided tours, broadcasts, etc tested by a range of question types, normally
requiring non-verbal responses or responses in English. 20% of exam total.

READING

Understanding brochures, advertisements, newspaper articles, letters, guides, faxes, email and web sites, tested by a range of
question types, normally requiring non-verbal responses or responses in English.  20% of exam total.

WRITING

Controlled Assessment externally assessed. Two tasks submitted for marking. (Topics may not be the same as for the Speaking
Test.) 30% of exam total.

Textbooks, videos/DVDs, tapes/CDs and internet resources are used as source material. The course is structured to include
formal grammar as well as language laboratory work.
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MUSIC EdExcel

Overview

The GCSE Music course is a varied and interesting course that appeals to students from a wide range of musical backgrounds.
The ability to play an instrument or sing is essential and any style is accepted for performing coursework.

The specification covers four areas of study which define much of the content of the lessons.

The areas of study are:

Area of study One Western Classical Music

Area of study Two Music in the Twentieth Century
Area of study Three Popular Music in context

Area of study Four World Music

The course consists of three distinct areas.
Performing 30%

Students will be expected to record one solo and one group performance over the duration of the course in any style or genre
suited to their instrument or voice.

Composing 30%

Students will produce two compositions over the duration of the course. The compositions can be in any two different styles that
fit any two of the areas of study.

Listening Exam 40%
A written paper with C.D. extracts based on twelve set pieces of music taken from the four areas of study. Section A is short
answer questions; section B has one longer written answer. All performance and composition work is coursework and will be

completed in stages of controlled time under direct teacher supervision over the duration of the course.

If you have any questions regarding the GCSE Music course please talk to a member of the Music department for further
information.
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Religious Studies AQA

The course has two sections:-

1. Contemporary moral and social issues from a Christian perspective :

Personal responsibility (love, marriage, family life, sexual relationships and drugs)

The sanctity of life (abortion, euthanasia and the hospice movement)

The use of medical technology (fertility treatments, gene therapy, genetic engineering and cloning)
Prejudice and discrimination (race, religion, gender and disability)

Global concerns (the natural world, care for the environment, pollution, climate change and recycling)
Wealth and use of money (including inequalities in society, relief of poverty and fair trade)

War and peace (conflict, nuclear weapons, terrorism, violence, pacifism and human rights)

Crime and punishment (causes of crime, aims and forms of punishment)

2. A study of one world religion, looking at:

. the places and styles of worship
. the sacred writings

. places of pilgrimage

. festivals and family celebrations

The course aims to introduce pupils to the challenging and varied nature of religion, and to the ways in which this is reflected in
experience, belief and practice.

Pupils are encouraged to identify and explore questions about the meaning of life and to reflect on religious responses to moral
issues.

The course entails a number of visits out of school and interview or discussion work with visitors to school. Pupils should be
willing to become actively involved in these activities.

Assessment

Two examination papers of 1 % hours, each worth 50% of the final mark. There is no assessed coursework.

Learning Support
There is a facility for some pupils to opt for one less subject at GCSE in favour of Learning Support. This includes

e Support with English and Maths.

e Organisation of extended pieces of work, particularly coursework.

e  Time Management. Organisation of homework. Use of time in examinations.
e Revision Skills including, planning, timing, note making, use of memory aids.
e  Examination Technique

This is particularly suitable for pupils who have experienced difficulties maintaining a good standard in all areas of the curriculum.
This option is only available after consultation with form tutor, Year Head and the Learning Support department.



Non - Examined Subjects

Personal, Social and Health Education Citizenship

Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship sessions are generally delivered within tutor time, usually by the Form
Tutor and, on occasions, by outside speakers. The course is spiral and developmental through all years and, therefore, information
is built on from year to year.

Areas of study within the programme include: study skills, careers, health education, sex education, citizenship.

Within health/sex education pupils are encouraged to recognise pressures placed on them by peers and the media, and skills for
coping with such pressures are discussed and practiced. Pupils are also encouraged to take responsibility for the choices and
decisions they make. The topics include:

. Relationships — in a broad context including family and parents

. Family Planning — contraception, pregnancy

. Agencies which offer help and advice

. Sexually transmitted diseases — including HIV/AIDS

. Substance abuse and misuse — including alcohol, tobacco and drugs

Prior to the delivery of this course parents are invited to attend an information evening when the Sex and Relationships
Education Programme is outlined.

Physical Education and games

P.E. An increasing variety of activities is available through the 4" and 5" years, notably swimming, water polo, life-
saving, basketball, badminton, volleyball, trampolining, rounders, tennis and health related fitness.

Games

Girls: In the 4" year, hockey and netball are followed by aerobics, self-defence, basketball, climbing
and trampolining. Rounders, athletics, tennis, badminton and trampolining are normally offered in the summer
term.

In the 5" year, further choices are available, including Community Service during the games option.

Boys: In the 4" year, hockey and rugby continue, with the possibility of basketball, badminton, health related
fitness, and self-defence in the Spring Term for non-team players. Golf, tennis and cricket are offered in the
summer.

In the 5" year, more activities become available, one of which may be Community Service
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Religious Education

Religious Education continues for all pupils in the 4th and 5th years. Topics covered include religion in the arts and media,
philosophy, cults, relationships, death and bereavement. The course is multi faith and follows the Coventry Agreed Syllabus for
Religious Education.

The purpose of the course is to provide pupils with the information they need in order to increase their knowledge and
understanding of religion and of the main religious and spiritual traditions represented in Great Britain. It is also intended to offer
the means by which pupils can experience something of the impact of religious faith on life and the important ways in which it
can affect their own and other people’s attitudes. Where appropriate, non religious responses to contemporary moral issues are
also explored.

Whilst the course is intended to be beneficial to all pupils, some areas supplement the work done in GCSE Religious Studies and
may be used by pupils following that course to enhance their examination prospects.

Careers

Located on the ground floor of our 6th Form Centre, the Careers Department is easily accessible for all our students. Amid the
comfy chairs, music, internet access and advisory texts, we create a relaxed yet earnest atmosphere where appropriate research may
be made into the wide range of possibilities open beyond GCSE study.

Careers guidance comes from individual research or discussion with the experienced department staff, Mr MGA Woodward or
Mrs CL Scott. There is also formal instruction in the PSHCE programme:

. In the 4" Year we prompt important work on how to identify and convey individual strengths in a competitive
situation. Students complete a job application form, look at branding and have a chance to identify careers
interests and suitable Post GCSE options.

. In the 5th Year, we set out the post-GCSE options, offer all our students an individual review and where
necessary work closely with Connexions, our careers partner. We also work on how to construct a CV and a
covering letter.

Please visit the Careers Department or work with us! We are always pleased to create or further links with employers and
academic institutions. Email us (mgaw(@bablake.coventry.sch.uk or cls@bablake.coventry.sch.uk) and surf our website
(www.2morrow-2day.com) for further information.

Academic grades are not always enough and we look forward to ensuring every Bablake student stays ahead of the rest.

Work at living your dream!
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Bablake School

GCSE Level Results 2009

PASS GRADES TOTAL % Y%
A*"ABC A*ABC A*A

GCSE Level Subject A* a b C d e

Art 12 13 8 3 0 0 36 100% 69.4%
Biology 39 41 16 0 0 O 96 100% 83.3%
Chemistry 45 31 19 1 0 0 96 100% 79.2%
Chinese 1 0 0 0 0 O 1 100% 100%
Classical Civilisation 1 4 7 3 0 1 15 93.8%  31.3%
Design Technology 7 8 8 4 1 0 27 96.4%  53.6%
English Language 27 55 32 4 0 0 118 100%  69.5%
English Literature 18 45 38 17 0 0 118 100%  53.4%
French 18 22 21 13 4 0 74 94.9%  51.3%
Geography 23 27 14 13 1 0 77 98.7%  64.1%
German 8 15 10 9 7 2 42 82.4%  45.1%
Greek 1 4 0 2 0 0 7 100% 71.4%
History 28 26 18 3 0 O 75 100% 72.0%
Home Economics/Food 14 13 6 1 0O O 34 100% 79.4%
Home Economics/Textiles 3 7 1 0 0 0 11 100% 90.9%
ICT 25 26 7.5 1.5 0 0 60 100% 85.0%
Latin 5 4 6 2 2 1 17 85.0%  45.0%
Mathematics 42 51 24 3 0 O 120 100% 77.5%
Music 5 2 5 0 1 0 12 92.3%  53.8%
Physics 37 32 18 9 0 0 96 100% 71.9%
Religious Studies 7 13 8 3 1 0 31 96.9%  62.5%
Science 0 1 17 5 1 0 24 100% 4.2%
Additional Science 0 2 12 10 0 0 24 100% 8.3%
Total 366 442 295.5 106.5 18 4 1210 98.2%  65.6%
%A 29.7%

%A 35.9%

%B 24.0%

%A*+A+B 89.6%

Y%A*+A 65.6%
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